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New waterproofing
initiative launched
BASF has launched a campaign, spearheaded
by the Admixtures and Construction Products
businesses of BASF Construction Chemicals,
which advocates a holistic approach to
waterproofing for specifiers. Admixtures for
watertight concrete to joint systems, coatings,
membranes and concrete repair products
should all be included.

To support the initiative; a dedicated website
and a new Specifiers’ Guide to Waterproofing
brochure are available that deal with
waterproofing for a number of key applications,
including hydraulic and water-retaining
structures, basements, tunnels, roofing and
more.

Further information: BASF Construction
Chemicals (web: www.basf-waterproofing.co.uk)
or (www.basf.com).

Bison Manufacturing Ltd has supplied 5500m2

of its Hollowcore flooring, roofing and staircase
units for the new Budworth Technology College
in Weymouth. The company had early
involvement in the project which helped the final
building accommodate a number of key design
requirements. The College features a steel-
frame construction and is based around a
central curved ‘street’ which runs between a
pair of 2-storey classroom blocks. 

‘The intention was to allow cherry-picker
platforms to be used on this central street area
for maintenance purposes,’ explains Robert
Early, Bison Manufacturing Sales Engineer. ‘We
worked very closely with the main contractor,
Interserve, to ensure that the Hollowcore units
supplied for the floor had sufficient depth and
strength to allow the cherry-pickers to be used
once the building was complete.’

Similarly, the Hollowcore units used for the
flat roof construction required a number of large
apertures to penetrate the roof units to
accommodate the various building services.
Again, working in close liaison with Interserve
Bison helped to provide a solution without
impairing the structural integrity of the
completed roof. 

Further information: Bison Manufacturing 
(tel:  01283 817 500; web: www.bison.co.uk).

Somerset-based Building Additions produces a
range of partition and folding doors, with its
range of fabric concertina doors supplied to
customers including schools, nurseries,
hospitals, offices, hotels and leisure centres.

The company previously used mineral wool
insulation which, while performing adequately in
acoustic terms, was not the best solution in
other areas. Managing Director Andy Ferris said:
‘We have found that mineral wool is not
particularly pleasant to work with due to the
itchiness and irritation the open fibres can
cause to employees, meaning the need for
personal protective equipment (PPE). It is
difficult to sew through, making the finishing
task awkward.

‘Until we were speaking to 3M on a quite
separate matter, we were not aware of any
potential alternative. However, when trialling
Thinsulate insulation, we found that it eliminates
these problems while offering comparable
acoustic performance.

‘The key advantage is that when cut,
Thinsulate insulation seals itself automatically,
meaning minimal emission of dust. It also does
not emit any harmful fumes. It is easier to sew
through, while we have found that it folds better
once installed, with no bulges created.’

Thinsulate insulation, originally developed for
winter clothing, is now being used in all of
Building Additions’ fabric concertina doors.

Further information: 3M (web:
www.3Mconstruction.co.uk).

Leading software provider, CSC, has announced
that all users with a current maintenance
agreement will receive Eurocode versions of its
software, provided free of charge as part of a
users’ maintenance agreement.

Thousands of TEDDS users have already
been provided with Eurocode calculations to 
EC 2 (concrete) and EC 3 (steel), and
calculations for EC 5 (timber), EC 6 (masonry),
EC 7 (geotechnical) will be delivered as free
downloads to supported users.

The first Eurocode version of its Fastrak
Building Designer is expected to ship to all
supported users before the end of 2009, and a
Eurocode version of Orion is expected early in
2010.

CSC has been undertaking research and
development into Eurocode software for many
years and indeed, draft Eurocode versions of
TEDDS and Fastrak were available almost 10
years ago, and a free version of TEDDS with
Eurocode worked examples has been available
for some time prior to the national annexes. 

The company runs hands-on training courses
using real-life examples to help the transition
from British Standards to Eurocodes and the
fundamental difference in design approaches.

Further information: Chris George, CSC 
(tel: 0113 239 3000).

Permaban’s product range offers solutions for
‘leave-in-place’ joint systems, dry-shake floor
toppings and concrete curing. Permaban’s
partner for Finland, Martti Matsinen, Managing
Director of PiiMat Oy explains the installation of
one such system, Permaban’s AlphaJoint
system, in a food warehouse in Vantaa, Finland.

The Kesko food warehouse was extended in
September 2009 by building a 4000m2 floor for
its Fresh Goods Stock area. The customer and
flooring contractor had specific requirements for
the warehouse floor extension, which were high
durability, low mainatenance and to include a
formwork system providing joint arris protection
and load transfer. In addition, it had to be
hygienic as it will be a stock area for fresh
goods and wear resistant to be able to cope
with constant heavy fork-lift truck traffic.

The original design of a 210mm thick slab
with traditional reinforcement was redesigned
by PiiMat, working closely with the design
engineers, to reduce the thickness to 190mm
and as a jointless floor. This was achieved using
Permaban’s AlphaJoint GD8 180mm leave-in-
place formwork which provided armoured joint
protection of 10mm at the joint arris and load
transfer to support the movement of loads by
fork lift from the existing to new warehouse
slab.

Product items on these pages are selected
and edited in good faith from press releases
supplied by the companies, and the Journal
accepts no responsibility for the product
information supplied.

Analysis specialist joins
environmental website
The specialist environmental testing services of
Exova, are now available to members of web
site Earth Exchange®, following the company
joining as one of the first Associate Members.

The website allows the UK construction
industry to create an on-line market of soils,
aggregates and other materials for reuse and
recycling. It uses a time based map system on
which users can enter their current and future
construction projects and indicate what and
how much materials they have surplus or need.
The website automatically identifies where other
construction sites are or will be, who is
operating there, what and when surplus
materials are available and, additionally, which
sites have a deficit in such materials. This
allows the user the opportunity to match his site
with local sites which have surplus/deficit of
materials. 

Exova has extensive experience in the
analysis of soils to determine the levels
of nutrients or contamination and can assist in
advice on sampling regimes or test methods.

Further information: Earth Exchange (web:
www.earthexchange.com).

Installing Hollowcore flooring

Further information: Kathryn Reeve, Marketing
Assistant, Permaban Limited, Mill Close, Lee
Mill Industrial Estate, Ivybridge, Devon PL21
9GL (tel: +44 (0)1752 895 288; fax: +44
(0)1752 690 535; email: kathryn.reeve
@permaban.com; web: www.permaban.com).
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